
 
 

General Elective Course:  Historic Colours: A Look at True Colour Schemes 
 
Date:   Wednesday, June 23, 2010, 5:00 to 9:00 pm  
Location:   TBA, in Vancouver’s West End near Mole Hill 
Instructor:  Donald Luxton, FRAIC, Principal, Donald Luxton & Associates Inc. 
 
Overview of the Course 
  
Colour is an important part of older buildings both inside and outside. As tastes changed so did the paint 
colours on both residential and commercial buildings. Join us to learn about the history of colour in local 
buildings over the past century and current techniques used to investigate and analyze the colours of 
older buildings. 
 
This course will be of interest to building contractors, renovators, planners, architects, engineers, interior 
designers, building managers and inspectors, realtors, members of heritage commissions, local 
government staff and property owners. 
  
Learning Objectives 
 
 This technical course offers the opportunity to: 

• learn about the historic palette of older buildings in the Lower Mainland over the past century 
• become more familiar with the tools and techniques of colour analysis and research 
• gain practical tips on the selection of colours which building owners and designers face in up-

dating older buildings and balancing the demands of contemporary needs, historical accuracy 
and environmentally-friendly materials   

 
Course Outline 
 
Key aspects of this course: 

• A practical analysis of the options which building owners and designers face in selecting paint 
colours for older buildings while balancing the demands of liveability, historical accuracy, future 
maintenance and environmentally-friendly paint products 

• A focus on linking “principles and practice”; illustrating and translating the spirit of the “Standards 
and Guidelines for the Conservation of Historic Places in Canada” as they relate to the specifics 
of selecting paint colours 
 

5:00 – 5:10 pm    Welcome and Introductions 
 
5:10 – 6:15 pm     Colours of Buildings in the Lower Mainland—1880 – 1980 
 
    An historical overview of architectural design and the colours of   
    buildings in southwest British Columbia 
 
6:15 – 6:30 pm    Tools of the Trade: What does one need in order to do a paint  
    analysis? Sample equipment will be available for this discussion 
 
6:30 – 7:00 pm     Break  

 



 

 
7:00 – 8:00 pm    Walkabout and Examination of the Colours at Mole Hill and the  
    surrounding area of Vancouver’s West End Neighbourhood 
 
8:00 – 8:45 pm   Undertaking a Paint Analysis to Discover Early Paint Schemes 
 

• examining the building fabric—to scrape or not to scrape? 
• combining information from research and site investigations 
• analyzing the findings 
• selecting new paint colours 
• the use of environmentally-friendly products 
• learning from others: comparing buildings in the local area—
 previous Vancouver Heritage Foundation’s True Colours Grant 
 participants 
 

 
8:45- 9:00 pm Questions and Discussion; Concluding Discussion and Course 

Evaluations 
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