
 

 
 
General Elective >> Sustainable Heritage Landscapes 
 
Date: Saturday, March 27, 2010, 9:00 am – 3:00 pm 
Location:   TBA 
Instructors: Denise Cook, BLA, PBD (Public History),CAHP, Principal, Denise Cook Design and Kathy 
Dunster, B. Ed., MLA, PhD, RPBio., MBCSLA, CSLA, Principal, Unfolding Landscapes 
 
Overview of the Course 
 
Landscapes which surround older buildings are an integral part of the site’s aesthetic, historic, cultural, 
social and environmental significance. Through a lens of environmental, economic and cultural 
sustainability, this course will examine the settings of older residential buildings, their evolution and offer a 
context in which to consider future design work. 
 
This course will be of specific interest to building contractors, renovators, landscape architects, planners, 
architects, engineers, designers, local government officials, members of heritage commissions, landscape 
and building managers and inspectors, realtors, and property owners. 
  
Learning Objectives 
 
The objectives of this core course are to: 
 

• create a respect for sustainable heritage landscapes which link the past, present and future in 
southwest British Columbia 

• convey the importance of creating a vision for sustainable residential landscape which balance 
many considerations—environmental, cultural/social and economic sustainability 

• engage course participants in exploring local older landscapes and buildings in order to gain an 
understanding of the unique character of urban landscapes 

 
Course Outline 
 
9:00 – 9:10 am   Welcome and Introductions 
 
Key aspects of this course: 
 

• a practical and a community-based approach to sustainable landscapes for both “listed” heritage 
buildings and “unlisted” older buildings   

• an emphasis on urban residential landscapes in Greater Vancouver 
• moving from “principles to practice”;  translating the spirit of the Standards and Guidelines for the 

Conservation of Historic Places in Canada  
  

 
 
9:10 – 9:50 am    Session One:  Sustainable Heritage Landscapes: The Big Picture 
 

• what is a sustainable heritage landscape? Terminology and definitions 
• different types of cultural landscapes: for example, defined; evolved; associative landscapes 

 



 

 

• emerging trends in heritage conservation and sustainability—the triple bottom line of 
environmental, social/cultural and economic sustainability 

• international context—key events + charters and publications 
• landscapes within the framework of the Standards and Guidelines for the Conservation of Historic 

Places in Canada  
• understanding the landscape character of a local neighbourhood from provincial, national and 

international contexts  
• public and private property in a neighbourhood; laneways; boulevards; traffic circles; street trees 
 

9:50 – 10:30 am  Session Two: Heritage Landscapes in Vancouver 
 

• cultural heritage landscapes in Vancouver context: Vancouver Heritage By-law & Register, 
Heritage Conservation Program, Heritage Revitalization Agreements 

• landscape traditions in Vancouver: a century of creating residential landscapes  
• creating the urban street patterns, laneways and boulevards 
• an overview of stylistic changes to landscapes through the ages; discovering the layers of history 
• residential landscapes which evoke cultural traditions 
• climatic considerations and the availability of plant materials  
• looking for local visual cues about earlier landscape features on a property, using the cultural 

landscapes checklist 
• sources for research on landscape features in Vancouver 
• integrating historical research and visual assessments 

 
10:30 – 10:45 am   Break 
 
10:45 am – noon   Session Three:    Sustainable Solutions to Landscapes Surrounding 
    Older Buildings Today 

 
• what is involved in creating a sustainable heritage landscape? 
• creating a vision for a sustainable heritage landscape; establishing key values to guide a project 
• low impact design principles—rain gardens, storm water management, green streets, summer 

droughts 
• selection of plant materials: aesthetics; environmental and economic considerations 
• historical authenticity and personal taste 
• creating a landscape plan; planning guidelines and permits; considerations for a phased 

development over a number of years; the landscape as a living and dynamic resource 
• on-going maintenance and care of the landscape 

 
12:00 pm - 12:15 pm   Questions and Discussion  
 
12:15- 12:45 pm  Lunch 
 
1:00 – 1:45 pm    Session Four:  Learning from a Local Case Study 
 
This session will feature a local case study—before and after photos as well as the decision-making 
process which the guided the project of designing and building a sustainable heritage landscape 
 
What are the key lessons learned and how can they guide the development of sustainable heritage 
landscapes in the Pacific Northwest? 
 
1:45 – 2:45 pm     A visit to a nearby landscape—small group explorations   
 
2:45 – 3:00 pm   Course evaluations and conclusion 
 
 


