
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Windows can  
account for up 

to 25 per  
cent of total 

heat loss in a 
house! 

To upgrade the energy efficiency of your windows, consider 

REPAIRING, RETROFITTING OR RESEALING your windows. 
 

Improving your traditional windows 

March 2009 

To determine what kind of upgrades your windows 

need, inspect them for ease of operation, faulty 

hardware, loose joints, glazing defects, warping, 

worn weatherstripping, mould or rot. 

The windows of the Emily Carr House in Victoria, B.C. were 

constructed in 1864 and contributed largely to the character of the 

building.  Because of its designation as a national Historic Site, any 

improvements must preserve that character 

Improving existing windows is almost always more 

cost effective and environmentally friendly than 

replacing them, since modern windows are often 

made of environmentally harmful materials like vinyl 

or aluminium. These materials require a lot of energy 

to manufacture and are difficult to recycle. 

 

 

Repair rather than replace! 

Aspects of traditional designs which take into account 

natural airflow, heat retention and cooling mean that 

some historic buildings actually outperform modern 

buildings. 
 

Numerous green rehabilitatiosn of historic buildings 

also prove that where building energy performace is 

lacking, it can be improved in a way that is sensitive to 

historic fabric. 

 

 

Storm Window 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 

How do I know if my windows have air leaks? 
 

Find air leaks by holding a thin piece of plastic or tissue near 

your windows on a cold or windy day. If it moves, you have a 

leak. You can also hire a certified energy advisor to conduct 

a blower door test.  
 

Minimal repairs, such as caulking and sealing cracks and 

fissures, will help to minimize air leaks in windows and keep 

cold air out in the winter. Or, consider installing a heat shrink 

film. 

 

 

 

How do I improve the thermal resistance of my windows? 
 

Augment your existing windows with exterior or interior storm 

windows. Storm windows can be quite attractive as well as 

removable, so you don’t have to worry about compromising any of 

the character defining features of your building. 
 

You can also add a second layer by installing energy panels  or 

Low-Emissive (Low-E) glass.  

 

“When I put storm windows on my house, my winter energy bill went from 

$400 a month to $120!”  

—Jennifer, Victoria, B.C. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

For more information, contact: 
 

Heritage Branch, Ministry of Tourism, Culture and the Arts 

www.tca.gov.bc.ca/heritage/ 

heritage@gov.bc.ca  

250 356-1432 (8:30 am – 4:30 pm, Monday to Friday) 

PO BOX 9818 STN PROV GOVT 
Victoria, B.C.    V8W 9W3 

To determine what kind of upgrades your 
windows need, inspect them for ease of 
operation, faulty hardware, loose joints, 

glazing defects, warping, worn 
weatherstripping, mould or rot. 

 

The windows of the Emily Carr House in 
Victoria, B.C. were constructed in 1864 and 
contribute largely to the character of the 
building. Because of its designation as a 
National Historic Site, any improvements 
must preserve that character. 
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Producing one kilogram of vinyl and one kilogram 

of aluminium is 28 and 90 times more energy 

intensive than producing one kilogram of timber. 

The payback period of replacing historic wood 

windows is estimated at over 30 years, and 

despite ñlifetime warrantiesò offered by 

manufacturers, vinyl frames have a life 

expectancy of 20ï25 years. 

 

All windows require maintenance and repairs to keep them in good working order. Even new windows can become 

inefficient if neglected. Every year, hardware should be cleaned, tightened and lubricated, and any cracked glazing 

should be replaced.  
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