
 

 

  

 

 

 

 
What is a Certified Energy Advisor? 
 

A Certified Energy Advisor is a trained and certified 

professional, often with a background in engineering, 

architecture or home inspection. An advisor can 

recommend improvements and help plan retrofits, as well 

as apply for grants on your behalf once you have 

completed retrofits and your home has been reassessed.  

  

 
           

 

 

 

Working with your Certified Energy Advisor (CEA) 

The EnerGuide rating for the Emily Carr House, 
Victoria, B.C.  Its current rating is 31. If all the 
recommended upgrades are done, it will achieve 

a rating of 80. 

A blower door test, as seen in 
these images, will determine 
the air leakage rate of your 
home and help you locate 
major air leaks.  
 
Reducing air leaks can be a 
simple and affordable way to 
make your home more 
energy efficient. 
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Hiring an ecoENERGY Certified Energy 
Advisor is an excellent way to assess 
the energy performance of your home. 

Before your evaluation, you may want to create a list of aesthetic values of your home that you want to 

preserve. This will help aid in choosing the most appropriate upgrades and ensure any character-defining 

elements remain untouched. 

 



 

 

 

What are the benefits of hiring a Certified Energy Advisor?  

 

 A great place to start: a Certified Energy Advisor will help you 

understand the many green building upgrade options available to 

homeowners. 

 Lower your monthly heating bills: the recommended upgrades 

have the potential to substantially decrease energy bills. 

 Unbiased: the Certified Energy Advisor does not endorse any 

products. 

 Access to grants: up to $5,000 is available from ecoENERGY. 

There are also additional incentive programs, such as LiveSmart 

BC. 

 
 

What precautions do I need to take? 

 

A Certified Energy Advisor is concerned primarily with the energy 

performance of your building. Therefore, it is the responsibility of 

the homeowner to address any character defining elements of the 

home – such as traditional windows – that should be preserved. 

Additionally, all upgrades should be researched and discussed with 

a professional contractor, as the liability is on the homeowner. 

 

 

Should I replace my traditional wood windows? 

 

Despite the negative environmental impact of new windows, the Certified Energy Advisor is instructed to advise the 

replacement of windows with new ENERGY STAR® windows. Instead of replacing wooden windows, you can improve 

their energy performance by sealing and weather-stripping or installing wooden storm sashes. 

 
 

For more information, contact: 

 

Heritage Branch, Ministry of Tourism, Culture and the Arts 

www.tca.gov.bc.ca/heritage/ 

  heritage@gov.bc.ca  

250 356-1432 (8:30 am – 4:30 pm, Monday to Friday) 

   PO BOX 9818 STN PROV GOVT 

Victoria, B.C. V8W 9W3 

www.ecoaction.gc.ca 
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Hiring a Certified Energy Advisor 

gives you access to the 

ecoENERGY Retrofit – Homes 

and Live Smart B.C. financial 

incentive programs. 

 

The payback period of replacing historic 

wood windows is estimated at over 30 

years, and despite “lifetime warranties” 

offered by manufacturers, vinyl frames 

have a life expectancy of 20–25 years. 
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