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Wear slip on shoes that can easily be removed. You will
be required to remove them at the entrance to every
house. A plastic bag will be provided to carry your shoes
with you, but you may also bring a bag from home if
you prefer. You may also want to wear or bring socks or
slippers to avoid walking barefoot through homes.

Bring a Vancouver street map to help you find the houses.

Bring this brochure. It is your ticket, volunteers will ask
to see it at each house.

No photography on tour properties is permitted. You
may be asked to leave if you take photos.

Guidelines

Houses are open from 1pm - 5pm, no earlybirds or
latecomers.

Photography on private property including gardens
and interiors is strictly prohibited.

All attendees must have a ticket & be at least 6 years
of age (infants in front carriers are permitted without a
ticket, no other exceptions).

Please do not bring large bags & backpacks.
No food, drink, smoking or pets on tour properties.

Cell phone usage is not permitted inside homes. If
you must take a call please move outside the home
and notify a volunteer as you exit, to ensure you are
re-admitted.

Do not park in driveways, or block driveways or streets.

Refrain from touching furniture, art and household or
personal items.

No washroom facilities are provided in the houses.
You will be asked to remove your shoes in all homes.

We regret the tour is not wheelchair accessible.

Mid-century modern architecture in Vancouver is often
identified with “west coast style”, a self-consciously articu-
lated set of design goals and social ambitions enabled by
shared material resources and aesthetic sensibilities. This
style however is the union of natural and social opportuni-
ties as well as ideas assimilated from elsewhere.

Vancouver's mountain ringed coastal setting offered lush forests,
a rich palette of grey skies and the light reflective surfaces and
spaciousness of inlets, bays and straights. The city was also the
centre of modern transport and infrastructure serving both
port and resource-rich hinterlands. By the mid-20th century,
as the post-war demand for housing increased, this setting
offered new challenges and opportunities to architects.
Precipitous coastal topography afforded spectacular view
sites; forests provided home-building material and eco-
nomic expansion prompted a rich array of wood-related
products by local industry as well as an influx of new
residents. Architects innovated construction modes with
aesthetic responses enriched by technical experimentation
and an interest in contemporary modes of living. They did so
in collaboration with artists, furniture designers and land-
scape architects as well as property developers and public
housing agencies.

Design responses were varied, as were inspirations and
precedents. Many adapted earlier notions of what New
York’s 1932 Museum of Modern Art exhibition called
“International Style” architecture, conceiving buildings as a
configuration of planes and volumes, rather than walls and
rooms, and of transparencies and interpenetration, rather
than interiors and exteriors. But even the earliest adoptions
of modernism in Vancouver in the late 1930s tempered this
international vision with local preoccupations with crafted
elements and an attention to local conditions of light,
topography and orientation. While the result in Vancouver
was regional in idiom, responsive to a lively local artistic
exchange and a burgeoning economy, it was of its time as
well as of a place.

Sherry McKay, UBC SALA Associate Professor
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Thank You

The Mid-Century Modern Tour is only possible through
the tremendous effort of over 90 people who volunteered
their time, expertise and homes. We appreciate all of their
contributions to ensure the success of this tour.

VHF would like to thank our volunteers:

Beryl Allen, Neil Armitage, Faran Asgharpour, Ben
Bialek, Sehr Bokhari Latif, Adrienne Brown, Carol Bruce,
Stewart Burgess, Gloria Burgess, Sheila Butt, Anna
Camporese, Renata Carrico Barrela, Michael Croteau,
Neill Cumberbirch, Brenda Draney, Zelma Edgar &
John Godfreyson, Lexie Evers, Marta Farevaag, Pamela
Francis, Emily Fung, Carol Gordon, Eleanor Gregory,
Alice Guo, Imbi & Phillip Harding, Paul Hayes, Jo-ann
Hilton, Laurie Holst, Susanna Houwen, Livia Huang,
Sydney Hughes, Ingrid Hummelshoj, Heidi Hunchak,
Caitlin Hurley, Heather Hyde, Joanne Ingledew, Jan
Johnston, Sooz Klinkhamer & Richard Hartfiel, Chi Le,
Anne Lidstone, Donald Luxton, Ursula MaclLeod, Keri
MacLeod, Kathy Mair, Jessica Mann, Rima Martinez-Ba-
kich & William Griffiths, Val Mayne, Michael McCarthy,
Ina McLay, Stephanie McWilliams, James Millar, Marie
Moonen, Karly Morgan, Lorene Morgan, Peter Mustard,
Roxanne Nesbitt, Sandra North, Bruce Pedersen,
Maggie Rayner, Valerie Reed, Elizabeth Reilly, Eleanore
& Steven Robinson, Lindsay Salt, Brenda Sawyer, Simon
Scott, Mark Stedman, Isla Steele, Yasir Talib, Hillary
Taylor, Melania Taylor, Robb Utendale, Karl Vinge, Cara
Wang, Stephanie Ann Warner, Lindsay Wilkinson and
Helen Wood.

All images courtesy Martin Knowles Photo/Media
(unless otherwise noted).

Notes about parking

Finding appropriate parking is the responsibility of
ticket holders. However, there are a few suggestions for
those joining us at the reception or attending via bus.
Please note VHF is not liable for any parking violations
received by tour goers.

The buses will depart from 6187 Collingwood Place
promptly at 1pm. Please plan to park on nearby
streets and walk into the cul-de-sac if possible to avoid
congestion.

The reception will also be held at 6187 Collingwood
Place. Parking on Dunbar Street gives easy access
through a foot path on Dunbar Street between SW
Marine Drive and W 44th Avenue.
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