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Reminders

Wear slip on shoes that can easily be removed. You will
be required to remove them at the entrance to every
house. We are no longer able to provide plastic bags, so
please bring a bag from home to carry shoes. We also
recommend wearing or bringing socks or slippers to avoid
walking barefoot through homes.

Bring a Vancouver street map to help you find the houses.

Bring this brochure. It is your ticket; volunteers will ask
to see it at each house.

No photography on tour properties is permitted. You
may be asked to leave if you take photos.

Guidelines
Houses are open from 1pm - 5pm, no earlybirds or
latecomers.

Photography on private property including gardens
and interiors is strictly prohibited.

All attendees must have a ticket & be at least 6 years
of age (infants in front carriers are permitted without a
ticket, no other exceptions).

Please do not bring large bags & backpacks.
No food, drink, smoking or pets on tour properties.

Cell phone usage is not permitted inside homes. If
you must take a call please move outside the home
and notify a volunteer as you exit, to ensure you are
re-admitted.

Do not park in driveways, or block driveways or streets.

Refrain from touching furniture, art and household or
personal items.

No washroom facilities are provided in the houses.
You will be asked to remove your shoes in all homes.

We regret the tour is not wheelchair accessible.
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The West Coast Modern

In post-war Vancouver, a small city literally “on the mar-
gin,” the temperate climate, superb scenery, and irregular
and sloping building lots stimulated experiment with the
idiom of Modernist domestic architecture. The unique
geographical setting of the city, and Vancouver’s relatively
distinctive socio-political character during its first phase of
post-war expansion, made it an excellent place in which to
examine the localization of diverse strands of “Internation-
al Modernism”. The renown of local progressive designs
inspired the popular term “West Coast Style,” an epithet
that obscures its transatlantic sources.

Modernist regionalism in Vancouver responded directly
and imaginatively to the omnipresent landscape and
weather: the dense, lush and majestic Northwest Coast for-
est fringing the constantly changing waters of the Straight
of Georgia, the high rainfall, the remarkably luminous grey
light — all encompassed by the sublime profile of the Coast
Mountains. The implementation of Modernist thought and
design was brought about by a relatively small if vigorous
group of professionals and citizens that exerted a remark-
ably broad influence on local society from the mid 1940's
through the 1950’s.

The period between Vancouver's first, experimental Mod-
ernist houses of 1937-38 and the design competition for
Simon Fraser University of 1962-63 witnessed the triumph
of Modernism among institutional, corporate, and private
patrons. Vancouver nurtured what the Vancouver Province
in January 1953 called “a growing creative spirit (that
yielded) a new Renaissance of building.” The city attracted
architects in search of something new — new experiences, a
new manner of living.”

From Liscombe, Rhodri W. The New Spirit: Modern Architecture in
Vancouver, 1938 -1963. Vancouver: Douglas & Mclntyre, 1997
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Thank You

The Mid-Century Modern Tour is only possible through
the tremendous effort of over 90 people who volunteer
their time, expertise and homes. We appreciate all of their
contributions to ensure the success of this tour.

VHF would like to thank our Volunteers:

Elmira Aghsaei, Beryl Allen, Jack & Debbie Allen, Neil
Armitage, Faran Asgharpour, Rose Bergen, Ben Bialek,
Kevin & Christine Bowers, Adrienne Brown, Gloria
Burgess, Sheila Butt, Anna Camporese, Renata Carrico
Barrela, Miguel Castillo, Carrie Chan, Sharon Cheney,
Nicki Collingwood, Michael Croteau, Lexie Evers,
Curtis Foreman, Barbara Fousek, Pamela Francis, Iryna
German, Daniel Gil-Ara, Haiana Gomes Souza, Carol
Gordon, Imbi & Phillip Harding, June Harrison, Richard
Hartfiel, Paul Hayes, Sheila Hill, Jo-ann Hilton, Jean-
nette Hlavach, Steve Hodder, Susanna Houwen, Philip
Howden, Livia Huang, Heidi Hunchak, Heather Hyde,
Misty Jorgensen, Tamara Kabakova, Alison Keenan,
Diana Kilgour, Sooz Klinkhamer, Desiree LaCas, Anne
Lidstone, Cecilia Liu, Eva Lépez, Chantelle Lupieri, Don
Luxton, Ursula MacLeod, Deb McGerrigle, Rhonda
McLean, Stephanie McWilliams, Karly Morgan, John
Morse, Peter Mustard, Sandra North, Bruce Pedersen,
Valerie Reed, Eleanore & Steve Robinson, Trenton
Rodney, Steve Rom, Ellen Stewart, Megan Tacq, Hillary
Taylor, Sarah Taylor, Lindsie Tomlinson-Foreman, April
Underwood, Cara Wang, Barbara Westmacott, Lindsay
Wilkinson, Helen Wood and Stanley Zhao.

All images courtesy of Martin Knowles Photo/Media
(unless otherwise noted).

Special thanks to Cornelia Oberlander, Rick Horne,
Susan Alexander and Adrienne Brown.

Parking For Bus and Reception Guests

Finding appropriate parking is the responsibility of
ticket holders. However, EasyPark has provided com-
plimentary parking for those joining us at the reception
and/or attending by bus. Please note VHF is not liable
for any parking violations received by tour goers.

The buses will depart from 1100 Chestnut Street
promptly at 1pm. Parking is available in Lot 60, in front
of the Museum of Vancouver (see map). These lots are
also available to anyone attending the post-tour recep-
tion. A parking pass will be enclosed with your tickets.

If you plan to use this lot, please ensure you have
received a parking pass from VHF before tour day.
The pass specifies the lot you are permitted to park
in, and must be displayed prominently on your vehicle
dash. EasyPark does patrol lots and may ticket anyone
without a visible parking pass.
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